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Iwas 
SKIPPING ALL 

$0 17'S NOT 
SURPRISING, 


we DION'T 
RECOGNIZE 
HERAT ALL. 


Wily 


AND IT WAS 
STILL MUGGY 
OUTSIDE, 








AFRIEND... jl 





Chapter 6: Not Quite Friends} 





WHY DID SHE 
EVEN COME 
HERE IN THE 
FIRST PLACE? 
SCHOOL ISN'T 
OVER YET... 














JUST AS 
MY SLIGHT 
INTEREST 
BEGAN TO 
‘SPROUT g 
INTO THE Tew 
SMALLEST as 
BUD... 


MOST PEOPLE 
JUST CALL ME 
SHIMAMURA. 





THANKS 
TO THAT 
EXTRA BIT OF 
INFORMATION, 
I HAVE ZERO 
RECOLLECTION 
OF HER FIRST 
NAME. 








I'M STILL 
IN VACATION 
MODE AND GOT 



































Nw 
A 
=" 


NAY 























LLL JUST 
GO WITH THE 
FLOW AND 
BREAK AWAY 
ONCE WE'RE 


\ 


A|\ Ly. He 
AM!Z.GOING!" \\\ 


TOENDUP \\ 








THINK HE 
CAN HOLD 
HIMSELF 
up? 








I FORGOT oO0PsS— 
TO MAKE MY 





++-DO YOU 
THINK THAT 
CICADA'S 


GOT LEFT 
TO LIVE? 





HOW MANY 





IT TO LIVE? 


























ON THE 
FIFTEENTH 
DAY AFTER 

THAT... 











Chapter 7 


NOTHING, 
JUST WHAT 
I WROTE... 


———— 
mill a | 4/ A : 
uy WZ I WA 
= y 

I WASN'T i ™& . /)) IF 

READY TO e |S ! COULD D0 
HAVE A WHOLE 7) A SIT-uP. 
CONVERSATION 

ABOUT THI A 

PHONE... NG! I f \ (ees 

































































Chapter 7: Shimamura Goes to the Gym 










TREALLY 
WORKED UP 
A SWEAT! 


you 
DIDN'T EVEN 
RUN FIVE 
MINUTES. 






NO WONDER 
YOU GET 
SUCH BAD 
GRADES. 





You 


ALWAYS 
EVEN MY THOUGH WERE 
TEACHER HAD TO GE FAIR, j A LAZY 
A HARD TIME J DION'T KID... 
LEAVING A REALLY 
REAENG COMMENT STAND OUT % val THINK. 


IN MY IN ANY WAY. 


YEARBOOK... vee 








+ ARE YOU 






ACTUALLY 
J GOING 
Q\ TO YOUR 
\ CLASSES? 
YOU DON'T 
EVERY | Ve THE 
DAY? HOUSE 


DOESN'T 
NECESSARILY 
MEAN YOU'RE 
HEADED FOR 


UP TOBE A 
BURDEN ON 
OTHERS? 


IFEELA 
LECTURE 
COMING IF 


THIS GOES” 
ON ANY 
LONGER... 


YOU'LL SET 
YOURSELF UP 
FOR A LOT OF 
SUFFERING IF 
YOU DON'T... 


«AND GIVE 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND 
YOU A HARD 
TIME. 


SHE HASN'T 
ASKED ME 
7O COME 
WITH HER IN 
FOREVER—/S 
THIS WHAT SHE 
HAD PLANNED 
ALL ALONG? 






































aaa 





ORIS/T could 
‘COSI IT BE MY 
SO MUCH SCHOOL 
YOUNGER SWIMSUIT, 
ont? THAT'S: 
WEIRD? 


MAYBE I 
ACTUALLY, Paredes fe 
SHE DOESN'T INVITED 
SEEM LIKE THE ‘apace 
TYPE WHO'D io cous 
WILLINGLY COME WITH ME.. 
70 A PLACE 
LIKE THIS. 


IS /T JUST 
ME, OR 1S. 
EVERYONE 
STARING? 





\ 
\ 


< s 


KS 





sl CAN zergust~*. 


FORGET TURN TOWARD 
ABOUT THE CEILING... 
EVERYTHING 






AROUND 
ME... 


Ya : 





ee SUMAVING BUTAM Zs COHON mnIIB 
CUNPOING Zapy pp WASIORILLED) ue 
HERE IINITHE Ra SOTHERING) THATINIME, 
WATER?, CIRO Bro CUNARD 
LITTLE: 
Cn) 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































BECALISE/T/FEEL 
Ugan Buda ‘SUFFEOCATEDIN, 
LESSONS) THE CLASSROOM, 

WILL'GO, LIKE I'M | TRAPPED, 
ON... CUMUSACRIULL 

OF A|WELL. I) JUST, 

NEED TO ESCAPE. 


11S SHE'S AFRAID 
UIA AZ 
I MIGHT END UP 
AS A GOOD-FOR- 
NOTHING DRAIN 
ON SOCIETY. 


















































AT THIS 
























































POINT, I 
DON'T EVEN 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
COME BACK 
EVER SINCE I ‘AND SAY, 
GOT TO HIGH “LEAVE ME 
SCHOOL, I'VE ALONE, IT'S 
FELT LIKE I'M MY LIFE!” 
PRACTICALLY AN 
ADULT, BUT... 
wel THE END, 
I’m PRogasly fe 
Smt jest 110 boo 





WHO CAN'T EVEN 

PROPERLY TAKE 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR HERSELF. 
































































































































/ 


y 


\ Ou 0 Uo 


O° 





























- WHICH 
MAKES IT THIS 
EASY FOR PLACE Is. 

SOMEONE MY GRANNY 
BUT THEN AGE TOBE THE AND 
YOU WALTZ YOUNGEST ONE GEEZER 

RIGHT IN AND, AROUND. IT'S CITY, YOU 

WELL... THE PERFECT KNOW... 















JUST 
KIDDING. 


THOUGH IT'S 
NOT EVERY 
DAY WE SEE 
SOMEONE AS 
YOUNG AS 
YOU HERE. 










ANT,  ADACHI-SAN, 
to I DIDN'T 


WEAT KNOW YOU 
WERE HERE, £ 
NOW! 


WHOAAA, 
IT’S 
DESTINY! 














+ MEETING 
A FRIEND'S 
MOM 1S ALSO 
WEIROLY 





TEENAGERS 


OUR AGE DON’T 
NORMALLY. 
GO AROLIND. 
CHATTING 
ABOUT OUR 
PARENTS ALL 
THE TIME, 
veel GET. 
THE SENSE 
ADACHI 
DOESN'T HAVE 
ANY. WARM. 
FEELINGS. 
TOWARD HER 
PARENTS. 


YEAH, 
EXACTLY. 


THE OTHER 
ONE DOES A 
MUCH BETTER 
JOB AND HAS 
SUCH A NICE 
VOICE... 





vee THAT 
INSTRUCTOR 
Is Just 
AN AWFUL 
TEACHER, 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT T 
MEAN? 





wells 
CRAZY HOW 
SIMILAR 
THEY LOOK. 


ADACHI 
HATES: 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HER 
FAMILY. 





SPEAKING 
OF, HOW 
OLD IS YOUR 
DAUGHTER 

NO\ 


IT Must 
BE EASIER 


SHE NEVER Y iy 
TELLS ME J : eet 
WHAT'S ON os ADACHI'S 
HER MIND. T blind 
JUST DON'T 1 ¥ nae 
GET HER. \ eee 


WELL, INA 
WAY, BUT 
NOTHING'S 
EVER EASY 
WITH HER. 
SHE'S A REAL 
HANDFUL. 








SHE'S A 
GLOOMY 
KID, YOU 
KNOW? 
AND SHY 
AT THAT. 





wD DON'T 
THINK YOU 
] SHOULD 
TALK ABOUT 
HER LIKE 
THAT. 


















ACTUALLY PUT 
IN THE TIME 
TO GET TO 
KNOW HER? 






+ SHE'S GOT 
A GOOD GRIP 
ON WHAT MY 
SISTER AND I 


INVOLVED IN 
OUR LIVES, 





THAT'S WHY 
WE PUSH HER 





ii 


i, 


S 


COMPLAIN 





ABOUT 
HER? 



































SEE HOW 
THAT'S 
RELEVANT. 


I'M NOT 
GOING TO 
Discuss 
THIS WITH 
you. 


AHH, I'M 
NOT REALLY 
TRYING TO 
GET INTO AN 
ARGUMENT. 


OF YOUR 


ical 


THERE'S 
NO WAY I 
CAN BEAT A 
MIDDLE-AGED 
LADY INA 


\ DEBATE... 
i A 



























































A DUEL? 


IS THIS 
ONE OF 
THOSE YOUTH 


PROTESTS 
YOu HEAR 
ABOUT? 














NEITHER 
OF US CAN 
\| sav wHo 
\O\, 1s Rent... 
LET'S 
SETTLE 
THIS WITH 
A DUEL. 
j \\AX 
. S 
sche 
- | WHOEVER 
iA, , } STAYS IN 
A \ THE SAUNA 
\ LONGEST 
: WINS. 
AND 
IF I WIN, 
— IT MEANS 
I WAS 


RIGHT... 


YOU HAVE TO 
GO TO YOUR 
DAUGHTER AND 
ACT LIKE A REAL 
MOTHER, JUST 


FOR TODAY. 





FINE, THEN 


CAN YOU 
JUST TELL 
ME WHAT 
YOUR IDEAL 
WOULD BE? 























Just 
BE LIKE A 


TIME WITH 
YOUR KID? 


I MEAN... 
HOW 
SHOULD 
I KNOW? 









OTHER DAY, AN 
ELDERLY MAN 
\ STAYED IN THE 


\ SAUNA TOO 
LONG, SLIPPED, 
‘AND STARTED 
py BLEEDING 
ALL OVER. 
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I Just 
WISH SHE'D 
TELL ME... 













sel 
SOMETHING 
MADE HER 









SOT 
HAD NO IDEA an Oa 
IF SHE WAS : 
HAVING FUN 





OR HATED IT. 


NOBODY 
LIKES TO 
HAVE THEIR 
PARENTS NAG 
THEM ABOUT 
EVERYTHING, 
RIGHT? 


I KNOW 
I DIDN'T. 







































































I THINK 
IT'S TIME 





I'D ALSO. A 
HATE IT IF i 
THEY. JUST. 44 
TOTALLY. sn] 
/GNORED ME. i 























MY BODy Is 


TELLING ME. 


YOU WORKED 
REALLY HARD 
YESTERDAY, 
$0 GO ON AND 
TAKE IT EASY 
TODAY... 


Wwe 
NEVER DID 
DECIDE... 


+ WHAT 
WOULD 
HAPPEN 
MF I LOST, 
DID WE? 





HAVEN'T WE 
DONE THIS 
BEFORE? 


TIME I WAS 
RESTING ON 
YOUR LAP. 


ACTUALLY 
SMELL 
S| LiKE HER. 





wnat vip \ 


you 
ATED? 


FLOs 




















DINNER 
WITH ME. 











vA WEIRD 
THING 

FOR HER 

TO DO? 


SHE'S 
HARDLY 
EVER HOME 
ANYWAY. 


NoT 
REALLY... 
rcounon't Fore 
BUT THEN EVEN HAVE 
WHO TODAY I HAD TASTE THE ANYTHING 
KNOWS...? BREAKFAST FOOD. To say AND| 
HARD TO Say BY MYSELF, GOT ALL 
ANYTHING LIKE ALWAYS. NERVOUS. 
FOR SURE... 


I WONDER 
WHAT GOT 
INTO HER...? 





CONSIDERING 
HOW DIFFERENT 
THE HOMES 
WE GREW UP 
IN ARE... 


+ YOU'D THINK 
ADACHI AND I 
WOULD END UP 
WITH TOTALLY 
OPPOSITE 
APPROACHES 
TO DEALING 
WITH PEOPLE, 
AND YET... 





OTHERS ATA 
N 


[Be Cotance 
q—~ 


+AND THE 
OTHER 
WANTS TO 
FILL THAT 
GAP. 


THE MORE + MAYBE 
THIS 


PRIVILEGED | 3 : 
YOU ARE, THE \ \ ACTUALLY 
MAKES 


SENSE, 


AND THE 
OPPOSITE 
I$ JUST 
AS TRUE. 





+ WISHED I 
COULD LIVE 





ENTIRELY 
ON MY OWN. 
















HEY, 
ADACHI, 

TRY DOING 

A SIT-UP. 











YOU BEEN 
SO FIXATED 
ON WORKING |. 


OUT SINCE 
YESTERDAY? 
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I GUESS 
THE LESSON 
HERE IS, YOU 
CAN'T EXPECT 


OH, JUST 
THIS AND 
THAT. 





Chapter 9 





THIS'LL BE 
‘ON YOUR 
FINAL NEXT 
WEEK, ALL 
RIGHT? 





SO NOW 
THAT IT'S 




















Chapter 9: Adachi’s Q 





























I WANT TO 
HAVE THAT 
KINDA DAY WITH 
HER, I GUESS 
CHRISTMAS 
WOULD BE 
THE CLOSEST 





EVER HAVE ANY 
RELATIONSHIP 
ANNIVERSARIES 





WOULD IT BE 

WEIRD TO GO 

SOMEWHERE 
ITH SHIMAMURA 
ON CHRISTMAS? 





WE'VE GOT 
SO MANY 
HOLIDAYS, 
CELEBRA- 
TIONS, AND 
FESTIVALS, 


wei FEEL LIKE 











UGHHH... 
BUT IT 
IS KINDA 
WEEEIRD... 
















































































= 
+I VE BEEN 0 } = 
AGONIZING wa?) 
\\ FOR DAYS wr] >» 
\ OVER WHETHER ~~ 
TOASKHER | g | A 
\ OUuTORNOT. |\ =e at 
WEREN'T 
ae S0 
. ‘ STRESSED 
— MIT 
// I COULD 
= i BE MORE 
POSITIVE 
oO AND TELL 
- MYSELF IT'S 
ie) NOT THAT 
Bes STRANGE, 
BUT... 
C7 : 
ae 
6, 
AM I 
SY ea OVERTHINKING 
yd THIS? 
Oo 


I'VE GOTTA THE TRICKY 
MAKE SURET PART IS HOW 
DON'T FREAK TO SCHEDULE 
HER OUT SO 7O SCHEDULE 
SHE'LL SAY“ ON CHRISTMAS 

SPECIFICALLY. 





Im 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
_ SHIMAMURA 


IN CLASS | 
AGAINS. SS 
IN 





NECESSARILY 
MEAN I 
UNDERSTAND 


HER ALL THAT 
vee JUST LIKE 


WELL... 
YOU CAN'T { 














CREATURES 
LIVE HIDDEN IN TB 
THE DEPTHS... 


+BY MERELY 
WALKING 
AROLIND IT, 
NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
LAPS YOu 
TAKE— 























HA-HA-HA, 
eae 
IN Ni 
IT’S AREAL OF THE 


STRUGGLE Ate < a CHILDREN! 
10 TELLIF \ a» 
YOU'RE BEING y i 
SERIOUS OR Vy | | MORE LIKE, 
SARCASTIC... ; WHAT ARE J 
GRADES? J 

















WHY AREN'T 
YOU DOING IT 
IN THE FIRST 


SEEN THEM | 


LL 
RIGHTIEEE, 
LET'S HEAD 
TO YOUR 


AT'S ALMOST 
NEVER ANYONE 
BUT SHIMAMURA 
EITHER, WE'RE 


JUST NOT 
,. TOGETHER 


SOMETIMES 

SPEND TIME 

WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE ASIDE 


wow, SO 
DILIGENT. 
1 SHOULD 
LEARN 
FROM YOUR 
EXAMPLE. 

















CAN I DO 
FOR YOU, 
ADACHI? 








= OH WELL. 


I'LL WORK 

THAT OUT 

ANOTHER 
DAY. 

















Ir 
AIS 
y= 
NR 
Ee 





ADACHI- 
CHAN, 


HAN, 
WAS IT? / 


MAYBE 
SHE'S ON 
THE SHIER 

ENO? 











ADACHI, 
OVER 


ON THE FIRST 
FLOOR. 





ee NT 
busty, ie 


RIGHT? 


























I'M GONNA 
TAKE A BREAK 
UNTIL THIS 
WARMS UP. 






























































se ACTUALLY, 
THIS COULD 
BE PERFECT. 







































































SHIMAMURA, 
WHAT WERE 
YOU LIKE 
AS A KID? 





+ BECAUSI RACKED 
INEVER MY BRAIN 
/ HAVE YESTERDAY 





















































ANYTHING AND CAME 




















- TO TALK = UP WITH 
AB serial ABOUT... THIS 7, 
TOPIC... 
THAN I 
AM NOW, 
T THINK. 


THAT DOESN'T 
LOOK RIGHT... 
SHE SHOULD 
BE THE ONE 
HOLDING MY 
HAND... 


























































































































































I PEEL LIKE | = 
I ONLY EVER | 

HELPED OUT J } 
WITH LUNCH 


LINE DUTY. \ L . 
\ | NX , 





I DON'T 
REALLY 
REMEMBER 
TOO MUCH. 


DOES THAT 


SISTER? 


| 


I WISH 
I COULD 
CATCHA 

GLIMPSE OF 

SHIMAMURA 

WITH SHORT, 

BLACK 
HAIR TOO. 

















I WASN'T 




















GOOD FOR 

















MUCH AT 











THE SPORTS 
FESTIVALS... 


AND T 
NEVER JOINED [—\ 
THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT 
OR ANYTHING. 


IT'S LIKE 
SHE'S 


MY HAIR 
MIGHT'VE 
BEEN 
SHORTER 
THAN IT 
IS NOW. 


AND I 
HADN'T 
DYED IT OR 
ANYTHING. 











NOT MUCH 
DIFFERENT 
THAN NOW, 
PROBABLY. 










VM NOT 
\ LIKE THAT, 
you KNOW. 

















UMM... 












































WAIT, 
AREN'T I 
BASICALLY 
SAYING... 











LIKE... 














wee ONLY WANT 
SHIMAMURA 
TO HOLD MY 
HAND OR PET 





~*~ 





I WONDER \ 
WHY You 


DO IT WITH 
ME, THEN? at | 









QUESTION... 








eo lT 
WOULD BE 

COMPLETELY 

OBVIOUS... 


+ THAT 
I’M IN 
LOVE WITH 
HER— 
























































ARE YOU 
ASLEEP...7 































































































WAS 
SHE ONLY 
WHISPERING 


AND 
MUMBLING... 








ITOBEA 
BIG DEAL IF 
SHIMAMURA 
ASKED ME 


70, BUT... 


++ THERE'S 
AHUGE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
WANTING 
70 KISS 
SOMEONE... 


PLUS, IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
I'M DYING TO 
KISS HER NO 
MATTER WHAT 
IT TAKES. 











ANYTHING 
‘OR 
CHRISTMAS? 


HOW OLD 
WERE YOu 
WHEN YOU 
STOPPED 
BELIEVING 

IN HIM? 


HOW OFTEN 
DO YOU SEE 
SOME DUDE 
DOING ALL THAT 
OUT OF THE 
KINDNESS 
OF HIS 
HEART? 


MY SISTER 
STILL GETS 
CHRISTMAS 
PRESENTS. 


SHE STILL 
BELIEVES 
IN SANTA 
AND ALL. 


ANY CANDLES, 
THOUGH. 


HUH... 
TLL BET 
THAT'S 
PRETTY 














WE GET 
FRIED 
CHICKEN 
FOR 
DINNER. 


I NEVER 
DID FROM 
THE START. 





I THINK IT'S 
'COS THE 
ADULTS AT 
SCHOOL... 
+. WERE 
THE ONLY 
ONES 
WHO EVER 
TALKED 
ABOUT 
SANTA. 


Bur 
THERE 
WERE 

ACTUALLY 
‘SO MANY 
THINGS I 

WANTED... 


I THOUGHT 
HE WAS 
SOMEONE 
IN MY 
PRESCHOOL. 


THERE WAS 
JUST ONE 
TIME MY MOM 
ASKED WHAT 
I WANTED 
HIM TO 

BRING ME... 


BUTT 
COULDN'T 
DECIDE AND 
WOUND UP 
NOT SAYING 
ANYTHING 
AT ALL. 


FROM THE 
NEXT YEAR 
ON, SHE 
NEVER EVEN 
MENTIONED 
IT AGAIN. 








BUT YOU 
KNOW... 






I'LL ASK HER 
ANOTHER TIME. 
IT DOESN'T HAVE 





FOR NOW, I 
JUST WANT TO 
BE HERE WITH \ 
HER, SITTING 
LIKE THIS... 








+ AS IE a 


SWADDLING 
A PRECIOUS 
CHILD IN MY 
WINGS TO 
PROTECT 
HER... l 
= 











































































































Adachi 


. and 
Shimamura 


Chapter 10: Strange yx Adachi 



























































































































































I WONDER 

a WHAT THE 

SHIMA-CHAN sili 
GROWS UB... 


dM 
GONNA BE 


REALLY 
BIG! 


THE SKY 
FELT SO 
HIGH UP, 
THE ADULTS 
SO TALL. 


I COULD RLIN 
FOREVER 
WITHOUT 

LOSING MY 
BREATH... 


sAND I WAS 
$0 CURIOUS 
ABOUT ANY 
AND EVERY 

LITTLE THING, 
I'0 RUSH 

OVER TO GET 
A BETTER 

LOOK. 





ALL I NEEDED 
WAS TO SUCK 

ON A SWEET 

“| CANDY AND 
MY TROUBLES 
WOLILD MELT 
AWAY WITH IT. 








I WASN'T 
WRAPPED LIP 
IN LAYERS 
OF ANNOYING 
RELATIONSHIPS. 








ALL I HAD 
WAS A BIG 
BUNDLE OF 
FRIENDSHIP, 


I ALMOST 
CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
HOW NAIVELY \y 
I USED TO 
OPEN UP TO 
PEOPLE. 


IT'SA 
MIRACLE I 
SURVIVED 

AT ALL. 














|... GHE DOES 
SOMETIMES 


ACT PRE’ 
SUSPICIOUS. 
THAT'S 
NOTHING 
NEW. 

















OKAY, 
DEEP 
BREATHS. 


UHH, 


YEAH. 


I FEEL LIKE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING AT 
ME A BUNCH. 





IT Looks 
HARD'TO, SAY. 
MAYBE SHE'S 
ANNOYED OR 
MAD AT ME... 











IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANNA 
TELL ME? 








EITHER WAY, 
/T’S WEIRD 
I HAVE TO 
FORCE HER 

TO FESS 
UP, BUT... 





















































INEEDA 
BIT MORE 
COURAGE— 


MEAN, TIME TO 
THINK IT OVER 


ou 

Zito 
Zu 
osu 

















SHE WAS, 
/N A WORD, 
BASICALLY 
ANOTHER 
ADACHI. 


BUT SHE HAD |) 
A OIFFERENT 























\ \ 

\\ SHE WAS THE 
FIRST ONE 
TO CALL ME 

SHIMA-CHAN 
AFTER I TOLD 
HER MY NAME. 







































THE OTHER 
GIRLS RAN aN 
WITH IT AND j 
SOON THAT ANS) 














BECAME MY f ) 
NICKNAME. Lind 








THAT / 

PART OF dp 
HER 1S WHAT 3 

REMINDS ME f 
OF ADACHI. 











































































































QUENT. 































































































Ges 
Mm 6 
as 
WE WOUND UP 
IN DIFFERENT 
CLASSES IN 
c FIRST GRADE 
AND STOPPED 
HANGING OUT 
ALTOGETHER 
AFTER THAT, 
BUT. 
[{ \ 
A\ 
\ 
(ij 
| 
! 
+e SHE 
\ WENT THE 
\ WAY OF THE 
BAD GIRL, 
SORTA LIKE 
ME AND 
ADACHI... 
NOT AS AN 
AMATEUR 
PUNK, BUT 
AREAL 
DELIN- 





sD HEARD A 
RUMOR GOING 


YOU STOP 
NIBBLING AND 
JUST FINISH 

YOUR 

ALREADY? 


CAREFUL! } 


YOU SHOULD 
HURRY UP 
AND GO TO 

SCHOOL 100, 

NEE-CHAN! 


WHO TOLD 
YOU THAT 
STUPID RULE? 
YOU CAN'T 
BE GETTING 

SENIORITIS 



























































I WANTED 


I's G 
MORNING, TO TALK TO 

BUTI 

DON'T SOMETHING. 










IT'S COLD. 
LET'S TALK 
INSIDE. 


Aut 
(ner) 


ig 


wud ASK, 
REPEATING 
MY QUESTION 
ROM 
YESTERDAY. 


WAS SHE SO 
WORRIED OVER HER EYES 
WHATEVER'S limdal 
BOTHERING LITTLE RED, 
WHER THAT SHE §=AND SHE 
LOOKS KIND 
OF PALE... 






































DO you 
WANNA GO 
HANG OUT 

SOME- 

WHERE? 


OR WHAT- 
EVER? 


SuRE, 
BUT DO 
pon'r YOU MEAN 
TELL Me AFTER 
YOU WANNA SCHOOL? 
SKIP AND 
GO RIGHT 
NOW? 



































OKAY... 


Je mars 
ALL IT\WAS, 
SHE COULD'VE 
JUST ASKED 
ME AT SCHOOL 
OR TEXTED ME, 
sO bg ?\ 

\ 


YOU ay, 
EE... | DIDN'T 
MEAN 
TODAY... 











¢ I was 
<\| THINKING, 
(\ LIKE, 
MAYBE... 
+e THE 
TWENTY- 
FIFTH 
OF THIS 
MONTH? 




















































































































+ CHRIST- 
MAS... 


+ RIGHT? 


+e IMPLIES SHE THE FACT 
MUST HAVE THAT SHE 
SOME REASON WAS AWARE 
FOR CHOOSING OF THAT... 
THAT DAY. 





WHY WOULD, SHE 
ASK ME OLIT ON 
gee. a? 

JUDGING BY THE 

WAY SHE'S ACTING, — 





| 





DATE WITHIME, 
CAN;SHE? | 





mS ‘- 














eee WHY IT AT LEAST 
TOOK ADACHI \wowr 
$0 LONG TO. UNDERSTAND 
WORK UP THE 5 
‘COURAGE TO 
_ BRING THIS \ 
\UP, BUT... 
WHERE 00 \ 
YOU WANT 
TO GO? TO 
DO WHAT? 
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THIS IS SHE'S SO 

PRACTICALLYA NERVOUS, 
CONFESSION, AND HER 
OR LIKE, ALOVE  FACEIS 


DECLARATION, SO RED. 
ISN'T IT? 







































OX 
= 
- 2 I HAVEN'T 
ZS THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT 
AT ALL YET, 
BUT... 


IT's 
ALMOST LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT HER 
1S SAYING, 

‘I HAVE A 
HUUUGE CRUSH 
ON you.” 























IF THAT'S 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON, “SHOCKED” 

WOULDN'T 
EVEN BEGIN TO 

DESCRIGE /T. 























I'D HAVE 
TO LEAVE 
BEFORE 
DINNER, 
BUT... 





I'VE 


NEVER BEEN 
OUT ON 
CHRISTMAS, 
OR LIKE... 


ey 





+ AND IT 
MUST BE 


EVEN HARDER 
FOR ADACHI, 
CONSIDERING 

HER HOME- 


LIFE. 


IF SHE'S 
NOT TRYING 
TO HANG 
OUT WITH ME 
SPECIFICALLY, 
BUT JUST 
“ANYONE,” 
THEN... 











1 DON'T 
REALLY 
MEAN 
ANYTHING 
By IT, 
BUT... 





suANY OTHER 
FESTIVE HOLIDAY 
WITH SOMEONE, 
AND I THOUGHT 
MAYBE I'D WANT 
A 10 see wat 
IT'S LIKE? 





i a 





We 
- 

/ 
sf \ 


/ / \ \y SERI- 
| Nw OUSLY? 
































HUH? 
OKAY, THEN 
LET'S GO 


TOGETHER— 













































































SOMETHING 
SPECIAL 
WE'VE BUILT 
UP SINCE 


TOGETHER 
BY FATE OR 
ANYTHING... 


Chapter 11 


WHAT 
exacriy is 
CHRISTMAS? 


THE FEVERISH 
EXCITEMENT 
INSIDE ME TO 
SETTLE DOWN, 
BUT IT'S ONLY 
GROWING 
STRONGER, 

















(TTT 





WET 


REGAIN MY 
COMPOSURE. 


AND SURGING 
WAVES ARE 
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\ 








TWENTY- 
FIFTH OFF 














NO, I 
WOULDN'T 
SAY THAT, 

BUT... 





































































































































































































GOOD 
MORNING. 


16 IT 
OKAY IF 
TAKE THIS 
CHRISTMAS 





























IE SO, THEN 

MAYBE THIS 
ISN'T THAT 
PAR OFF... 





































































































WELL, WHAT 
1S A DATE? IS 
/T SOMETHING 

YOU 00 WITH 

A PERSON 
YOU'RE INTO... 


+70 GET TO 

KNOW THEM 

BETTER AND 
HAVE FLIN 
TOGETHER? 


I'M LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
WT, BUT I'VE 
ALSO GOT 
THIS GROWING 
ANXIETY THAT 
I CAN'T SEEM 
FIRST, TOWIPIN 
\ | ZNEED TO THE BUD. 















































WN 
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I NEED TO 





I WONDER 
WHAT KIND 
OF CLOTHES 
SHIMAMURA 
LIKES? 





‘SUP, 
ADACHICHI? 





WHY'RE YOU 
STARIN' OFF 
INTO SPACE? 
YOU DIZZY? THERE'S AN 
ENDLESS L/ST 
OF THINGS TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
STRETCHING 
OUT BEFORE 


HINO... 
NO, NOT 
EXACTLY. 





WHERE'S 


UM, AND YOU? 
WHUT? NAGAFUJI? IT’S RARE 


: TO SEE YOU 
youre ALONE. 


OH, YOU'RE 
WAITING ON 
SHIMAMURA? 


n 


wuRu. 
1) (L 
cw id 


NO, 


THAT'S 
NOT IT 
EITHER... 














YOU WANNA 
JOIN US FOR 
SOME GRUUUB, 
ADAZZEE? 









SHE ALMOST 
NEVER LOSES 
SIGHT OF ME. 



















WELL, I'M 
SURE SHE'LL 
FIND HER 
WAY TO THE 
CAFETERIA 
SOMEHOW. 


1 DON’T KNOW 
ANY OTHER 
ADACHI-SANS! 


1 THOUGHT 
1 CAUGHT 
YOU ON YOUR 
WAY THERE. 























NOT GOOD, 
EXACTLY, JUST 
LESS BAD THAN 

THE REST OF 
MY CLASSES. 








I MEAN 
THIS IN THE 
BEST WAY 
POSSIBLE, 








BY THE WAY, 
I GET THE 

FEELING I MAY 
OR MAY NOT 
oa pane HAVE HEARD 
GRADES IN SHIMAMURA 
ENGLISH, RIGHT, MENTION IT, 


ADACCHII? BUT. 










































































































__ 
C 
A 
ACT Phi wD'M MUCH 
pad . LESS HESITANT 
Pisidelid y / 70 HANG OUT 
. \ {| WITH HINO OR 
ieieeniins 3 NAGAFUL! WHEN 
AND NAGAFUSI NOTAROUNG, 
ARE AROUND, IT'S : 
LIKE THERE'S ee 
| A BARRIER ¥ 
BETWEEN ME AND FSS f 
SHIMAMLIRA, So) 
| f 
(eos 
IN OTHER 
WORDS, I FEEL = 
L/KE HINO AND 
NAGAFUS! ARE 
IN THE WAY. 








I KNOW 








THEY'VE BOTH 
GOT GREAT 
PERSONALITIES, 
+I COULD AND THEY'RE 
NEVER BRING NOT BAD 
MYSELF... PEOPLE, BUT... 







+70 
EXTEND THE 
FEELINGS 
I HAVE FOR 
SHIMAMURA 
TO THEM. 


















wD HAVE 
A HARD TIME 
EXPLAINING 
THAT 
PREFERENCE 


WE DON'T 
LOGICALLY 


THINGS 
SHE'S 


SHE HAS 
ANY? 


INTO... 





IN ANY DETAIL. 





I MYSELF 


DON'T EVEN 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT MAKES 
EVEN IE THEM 
IT'S JUSTA DIFFERENT. 
MATTER OF 
WHAT I LIKE 


OR DISLIKE... 








Eeritey er NEVER CONE 
YEAH, A FEW 
TIMES, BUT ADA SHOPPING 
ONLY TO, LIKE, |—~ WITH HER OR 
ANYTHING? 





THAT 


MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 





JUST KINDA 

ne E owen 
WHILE 

WE WERE 






PRESENT. 










IBETITO 
ve INSTEAD BE LESS 
OF SOME AWKWARD 
SMALL FOR HER 
TRINKET I TO ACCEPT 
POURED MY — THAT KIND 
HEARTINTO OF GIFT... 
CHOOSING. 


























































BUT MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, 
IT'S SOMETHING 
I KNOW SHE'LL 
LIKE, 












DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
WHAT IT WAS 
CALLED OR 
ANYTHING? 


WAS IT IN 
THE BLACK 
TEA OR THE 
JAPANESE 

TEA SECTION? 


IT'S ON FORGOT! 
THE TIP OF 


MY TONGUE, 


WHY 
DON’CHA 
JUST TAKE 


SHIMAMURA 
‘AND ASK WOULD You 


INC EOR MIND GOING 
VEROLLE?. TO CHECK 
FOR ME? 








OHHH, 
I GET IT. 


IN THAT , 
CASE, TLL GO Va 
WITH YOU TO 
PICK IT OUT. 


OH, GREAT. 
THANKS. 


WAIT, IS 
SHIMAMURA'S 
BIRTHDAY 
COMING UP 
ALREADY? 





pez 
2ISE 
4evze 
Saks 
Stey 
sya 
tic 
- 








ANYTHING 
I} you want 
ME ag PICK 


























TOTRYA q) 
SAMPLE? 

























































































1FOR ME. IS1T. 

TOBE SO. ACTUALLY. 
ELATED. TO. REALLY. 

GO OUT WITH. WEIRD... 
ANOTHER 

GIRL ON. 

CHRISTMAS?. 






























































































































































Nain 













































































SHIMAMLURA'S 






SCARY TO 
THINK ABOUT 
WHETHER 
THAT MIGHT 
PUSH US 
APART. 











NERVOUS, 

















PUT 
SIMPLY, THAT 
TURMOIL... 
lS 
ESSENTIALLY 
THE TORTURE 
OF AN 
UNREQUITED 
LOVE. 


ADAZZEE-KUN, 
IGOTA 
QUESTION 
FOR YA. 





-AND IT IF I SUPER 
TURNED OUT CONFIDENTLY 
1 TOLD YOU, 
"HERE, THIS 
Is IT"... 


PERFECT. 
IT'S PROLLY 
THIS ONE. 


WANT TO PAY | 
FOR IT ALL 
TOGETHER? P 








OOH, 
Looks 
LIKE I'VE 
STUMBLED 
ON ONE 
OF YOUR 
CHARMS! 


AS THANKS 
FOR COMING 
WITH ME. 





A< 





YOU’RE NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO ADMIT 

















THOUGH 
WITH HER, 
THE MOMENT 
SHE STARTS 
TALKING... 










































































“i 
= 
—— Ik 
Ws = NN NAGAFUJI 
° 7] ‘DIDSAY Sue 
HAD PLANS 
TODAY, BUT... 
= HUH. 
——— OH... 














DID 
SHIMAMURA 
MENTION 
THEY WERE 
COMING? 


HAAAH. oe “| WITH GOING 
pod SHOPPING 
J WITHA 


YOU'VE FRIEND... 
GOT IT 


+80 WHY 
1S THIS 
HITTING ME 
SO HARD...? 












































a YOU REALLY 


ARE A MODEL 
STUDENT, 
AREN'T YOU? 


THEY LOOK 
BUSY, $0... |, 





I HATE 
MYSELF FOR 
KNOWING 
EXACTLY HOW 
SPITEFUL /T 
WOLILD SOLIND 
AND STILL 
SAYING IT. 


OF COURSE 
SHIMAMURA 
1S GOING TO 
SPEND TIME 
WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE. 


HONESTLY, 
IT's 
PROBABLY AN 
EVERYDAY 
THING FOR 
HER... 

















HATASEUS 4 





























PARTIWAS, 
MYSTABAT 
SNEERING, 
SARCASM) 



























































































































KM. DYING , 
TOASK ‘ 

ABOUT IT. woniiie 

EVEN 

THEY MIGHT — pappENe. 

wave sist APPENE 

STOPPED BY 

70 HANG OLIT 

FORA BIT, 

AND YET... 

\ 





BUT AM I IN 
ALLOWED TO A POSITION 
INTERFERE IN TO QUESTION. 
EVERY ASPECT HER? 
OF HER LIFE? YY 


THE ~ 






















I GOT T00 
CONCEITED 
AND THOUGHT 
I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE /N- 
HER LIFE. 


MISTAKEN I WAS. 


THAT IN ITSELF 
1S ANOTHER 
MISTAKE. 

IT DOESN'T 

MATTER HOW 
CRAZY I AM 

FOR HER. SHE 
DOESN'T FEE! 





THAT WAY 





TAM \ 
‘SHIMAMURA 
FRIEND... 





















































SHIMAMURA 
BE THIS PAINFUL ONE-ON- 
TO LEARN HOW ONE... 


we THAT I OION'T EVEN 

NOBODY REALIZE WHEN 
ELSE COULD I CONVINCED 
GO OUT WITH MYSELF. 

































































































REGARDLESS 
OF HOW 
I HOPE 
THAT MIGHT 


CHANGE, 
THAT'S WHERE 
We 


(E ARE 
RIGHT NOW. 





EVEN SO, I 
WANT TO KEEP 
CLOSING THE 
GAP BETWEEN 
WS, ONE STEP 
ATA TIME. 


MY CHEST... 


+ AND 
PLACED 
/TIN HER 
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I WONDER IF 
SHIMAMURA 
WON’T 


MIND... 








++BUT THEN 


WE'RE 
MEETING 
UP TODAY 

OF ALL 

DAYS... 









I DON'T WANT 
SHARE 


TO 

THIS WITH 
ANYONE BUT 
\| sHmanura. 




















































+AND THAT I REMEMBERED 
SEALED 
THE DEAL. TOLD ME SHE 
THOUGHT I 






LOOKED CUTE 
IN IT BEFORE... 





Fal 


! | \ 


















Si INKS 
IT'S TOTALLY 7 
IM 
WITH HER TOO. ~S 


\\ 
7) WS \ 








MUST BE 
NICE BEING 


BEAUTIFUL. 























































































































SOLVE 





ALMOST 
PERFECTLY 
MEMORIZED 














































































































































































ARE WE 
GONNA 
oO HOLD 

ss # HANDS? 


eo @ SE 
er | nH 
{| N\ Sai 





IF 
POSSIBLE. 















































































































































































































WHAT WAS 








\i THAT? HOW 
It... i \. DID YOU EVEN 
Ss N \ >|) MaKe THAT 
SOUND? 
UM, TILL 
ASK FIRST 
NEXT TE, 
I PROMISE! & 
LM 


+eST ALGO I FEEL LIKE 
+-YOU DON'T MEANS AS GETTING HER 

NEED TO LONG AS SHE —- PERM/SS/ON 
BE IN SUCH RAISES THE 


A RUSH. BARA BIT, 
























































































































































WE COULD... 











PING-PONG 
18 OUR 
THING, OUR 
GAME... 
































































































































sal 


: = PEELING TH THAT 


/T WASN'T 
ANTE 



























I DON'T 
REALLY 
REMEMBER 





IN SO 
MANY 
DIFFERENT 
WAYS. 


















































«MAKES ME 
BELIEVE I CAN 
COME TO LOVE 

EVERYTHING 


ABOUT MY 
PAST. 
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TAKES, THERE IS 
ALWAYS A FLOW 
OF EVENTS— 
AND BEHIND OF DESTINY. 
EVERY NEW 
MEETING 1S A 
MAGNIFICENT 





ONE DECISION 
/ DIFFERENTLY 








wud MAY HAVE 
NEVER MET 
SHIMAMURA, 






































































































































































































































you 
TOTALLY 
TRICKED ME, 
ADACHI... 


I NEVER 
LIED ABOUT 
ANYTHING, 











DON'T GO 
CHANGING TOP IN PING- 

















PONG TOO, 
STORIES... DIDN'T YOU? 














NO, ON 
SECOND 
THOUGHT, 
I THINK IT 
MAY HAVE 
BEEN ME... 


WHAT'S IT 
BEEN, FOUR 
MONTHS 
SINCE THEN? 





ONCE WE 
MOVE UP TO 
‘SECOND YEAR 
AND THE SUN 
COMES OUT IN 
THE SPRING... 





THINK WE'LL 
GO BACK TO 
THAT GYM? 

















HONESTLY, 
PASSING 
THE TIME 

THERE WITH 

SHIMAMURA 
FEELS SO 

NICE, 


+ MAYBE 
WE CAN 


JUST COME 
HERE AFTER 
SCHOOL... 


«AND PLAY 
PING-PONG 


A 
HUNDRED UP AT THE 


POINTS! 





STUDENT 
NOW. 


I'M ACTUALLY 
JUST TRYING TO 
CONFORM TO HER 
EXPECTATIONS... 











STILL, 
SECOND YEAR, 
HUH? GUESS 
THAT MEANS 
WE'LL SWITCH 
CLASSES 
uP TOO. 



































a N, 
( b | ~ 
J . C< | |/ a ) 
: mil 
oe ry “he | 
| 
eA : 
OH, THIs\ \ 
IS THE \ 
ie THAT | 
i fed \ 
i 
om 





YOU DIDN'T 


HAVE TO GO 
TO ALL THAT BUT HOW DID 
TeOuee I'D LIKE IT? 
JUST BY 
COINCIDENCE? 


I DIDN'T 
THINK WE'D 


+SINCE You've \/7 
BEEN SUCH A 


GOOD GIRL, 
ADACHI-CHAN. 





A BOOMERANG! 
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1 ASKED 


IN PICKING 
SOMETHING 
our... 


OH, 
I TRIED IT 
OUT BEFORE 
I BOUGHT IT, 


IT WAS 
ACTUALLY YOU KNOW, 


PRETTY 
FUN. 























ITWASA 
BROKEN 
HANGER. 





+s WENT 
SHOPPING 
TO PICK OUT 
A PRESENT 
FOR ME. 





SHE DID 
SOMETHING 
SPECIFICALLY 
FOR ME... 


«AND 
HERE I 
WAS— 






































































































































































































































I FIGURED 
I'D PASS ON 


THROW IT. 







































BACK IN 
IT's ANY CASE. 
RMER 























WARME! 
INSIDE. 
=< ~~ 
SHOULD WE 
GO BACK 
AND GET You 
SOMETHING 
NO, NO, DIFFERENT? 
IT’S = 
FINE. 
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+ EVEN IF 
I’M NOT 
READY 
FOR IT... 


+e ANO IT 
PEEL LIKE 

I MIGHT 

TRIP UP. 

















( AS 
2) 


CV PAI ya) 





THERE'S 
NOBODY 
WATCHING 
US OUT 
HERE. 


IT'S THE 
ONLY PLACE 
J CAN HAVE 

A PRIVATE 

CONVER- 
SATION WITH 
SHIMAMURA, 










































































r'M 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING 





I WANT TO 
BE YOUR 
NUMBER 


ONE 
FRIEND. 











































































































AND 
THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHAT I 
WISHED 

FOR. 


Ly 
STANDING 4 ‘Yi sf 





HERE LIKE 


THIS WITH INS 
SHIMAMLURA, 


I FEEL 
SPECIAL. 





| 
| _\A 
[ ill] at 








laa ne 






HS 














wy, 





























NOTHING 
DRAMATIC 
/S GOING TO 
HAPPEN JUST 


BECAUSE IT’S 
CHRISTMAS. 








THIS WHOLE 


TIME, MY HEAD’S \/ 


BEEN TOTALLY 
BLANK—A 
SHEET OF PURE 
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TM 
POSITIVE 


r 





velN THAT 
THANK 
ra TO 
GBSERVEA YOU FOR 
ed ip PICKING UP 
VOLUME 2! 


I MUST DO 
MY PART TO 
LIVEN OUR 
HEROINES 
UP TOO...! 





Hitoma lruma-sensei 


© My editor 
$0 IF 
i you'tL 
ore rueunnes,— O My designer excuse 
, 
© Ogi, Yanai 





twitter © All my readers 
Orokele 


YASHIRO, THE VISITOR 


OHH, 
SHIMAMURA- Ze 


ganiit’g Yo 
DESTINYYY! 





THAT WOULD YOU TWO 
LITTLE 
MUNCHKINS 
GO PLAY. 


BACK UP, 
HOW OLD 


ABOUT SIX 
HUNDRED 
SEVENTY 
YEARS OLD 
IN EARTH 
TIME. 
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